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Who Was the Srijayasimhavarman Mentioned in
the Two Inscriptions from Thailand?

Amara Srisuchat

S rijayasimhavarman is a person mentioned
in the above two inscriptions found
in Thailand. According to Cham history,
there were five kings of Champa with the
name Srijayasimhavarman from A.D. 893

to A.D. 1400. However, the name is present
in Cambodian inscriptions as well.

The first inscription, that of unknown
provenance, was recently given the title.
The Srijayasin}havarman Inscription and
dated to c. the 8th-9th c.A.D. If one consi-
ders 1t a Cham inscription, Srijayasimhava-
rman would be an unknown king who ruled
Champa after the reign of King Rudra-
varman II, or during the period when Pan-
duranga was becoming the capital of the
state. However, the inscription probably
should be identified as Cambodian, in
which case the problematic name may be
that of an Upper Chenla king at the time
of the division into Upper and Lower Chenla
which took place after 707 A.D., or a pre-
vious name of King Jayavarman II (802-853
A.D.), who ruled over Cambodia and de-
clared his independence from Java. Also,
the text, which discusses the traditional
activity of a chenla (or Cambodian) king,
suggests a similarity to other Cambodian

(or Chenla) inscriptions discovered in Thai
land.

The second inscription, that found
in Phu Khiao, was dated c. the 7th-8th c.
A.D. by Prof. George Coedés, who was of
the opinion that the King Srijayasimhavar-
man mentioned in it may have been a king
of Bhavapura; i.e., of Upper Chenla at
the time of the division.

The .recent reading by Mr. Cha-ame
Kaewglal indicates that King Srijayasim-

havarman lived in the 10th-11th ¢. A.D. and
could have been a Champa King. During
these centuries there were two Champa
kings who were crowned with the name
Srijayasinlhavarman. The first (Srijayasi-
mhavarman I) ruled over Champa in the
middle of the 10th ¢. A.D. and brought about
peace 1n his kingdom by adopting Buddhism.

The second (Srijayasimhavarman II)
ruled Champa for a short time (1042-1044
A.D.). His reign was characterized by war-
fare and he lost his life in a battle with the
Dai1 Co Viet.

The text of the Phu Khiao Inscription,
which concerns an apparently Buddhist
lady named Chudamani who supported
King Srijayasimhavarman, is more in har-
mony with the story of the first king rather
than the second.

While the Phu Khiao Inscription could
be about a Cham King, it also might well
be a Cambodian inscription, and Srijayasim-
havarman, of course, a king of Cambodia.
Presumably the name was one of those given
to King Jayavarman IV, who ruled over
Cambodia from 922 to 942 A.D. after having
been the prince or viceroy named Srijaya-
simhavarman at Chok Gargar (Koh Ker).

The author prefers to assume that the
Srijayasimhavarman of each inscription
1s the name (or previous name) of a Cam-
bodian king rather than of a king of Champa.
This assumption is based on the fact that
no Cham inscriptions have been found in
Thailand or its dominions, while Cambodian
inscriptions and other Cambodian materials
which bear witness to Cambodian influence
have been discovered in many parts of Thai-

land.
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a Cambodian King (802-853 A.D.) was discovered.
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